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1 Introduction

Many concepts in the physics curricula can be explained by the inverse square law. Point-like

sources of gravitational forces, electric fields, light, sound, and radiation obey the inverse square

law. This law is also present in nuclear physics, where the intensity of the radiation is inversely

proportional to the distance, I ∝ r−2:

I(r) =
I0

4πr2
(1)

where I0/4π is the constant of proportionality describing the total emitted photons per second over

the surface area of a unit sphere.

2 Experimental Setup & Procedure

We first set up the geiger tube and connected it to the interface to get the counts, then we took the

cesium sample and made it as close to the tube as possible. The distance required a correction which

is done by deducting half the length of the tube.

2.1 Geiger Plateau Curve

First thing we fixed the distance of the sample and started to vary he voltage supply of the tube,

we started at 300V where we recieved no counts, and kept increasing it with steps of 20V until we

reached 480V. This was done to determine the operating voltage of the tube for the next part of the

experiment.

2.2 Dependence of Radiation Intensity on Distance

From the previous part, we found out that the Geiger tube was operating at 420V. The interface

was set to take the counts per ten seconds. The source was varied at distances from 0 − 4 cm with

steps of 0.5 cm away from the tube’s end.
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3 Data & Analysis

3.1 Geiger Plateau Curve

Table 1. Number of counts measurements while varying the tube voltages, ∆t = 1 s, r = 0 cm.

Figure 1. Counts versus tube voltage, ∆t = 10 s, r = 0 cm.

The operating voltage for Geiger tube was found to be about 360V.
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3.2 Dependence of Radiation Intensity on Distance

Table 2. The gathered data after conducting the experiment. with r0 = 1.6 cm

Figure 2. log(I) vs. log(r) plot. ∆t = 10 s, r0 = 1.6 cm

The plot shows a slope of −2.12. This value is close to the expected value of 2.00, with around

6% relative error.
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4 Conclusion

The strength of gamma radiation emitted by a Cesium source was shown to be dependent on the

separation distance using the Geiger-Miller tube. The inverse-square law of radiation intensity was

confirmed with a relative inaccuracy of 6%.
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